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Dulles reported to the 
Foreign Relations Committee 
in a, 2hour closed session 
ddevoted to Iraq, Tibet and 

jrelated questions. 
nt Fulbright said that Dulles 
described the situation in Iraq 
as “extremely serious... but 
not hopeless.” Fulbright said 


d 


that the Communists have 
come “mighty close to a take- 
over” but that “the point of 
no return’ has not been 
reached. 

According to Fulbright, 
Dulles said that while there 
are many Communists in high 
office in Baghdad Kassem him- 
self is not a Communist and 
would like to find a middle 
position. : 
On leaving the meeting, 
Hes told reporters he had 
NTety stipgested “that one 


g- 


ofthe Kremlin's purposes In 


“raising the Berlin issue at 
this acute stage may be to 
direct attention away from 
Traq.” 

“One difficulty at the 
moment,” Fulbright sadi, “is 
that Nasser’s role vis-a-vis 
Russia is still equivocal. We 
are not sure how far the break 
(between Cairo and Moscow) 
has gone and how far we can 
rely on Nasser.” 

Dulles confirmed the stories 
about Kurds being shipped to 
Iraq. from Russia, the Foreign 
Relations Chairman said. One 
shipload contained several hun- 
dred Communist “activists,” 
Fulbright said. 

Fulbright pointed out. that 
the Iraqi Kurds are concen- 
trated in northern Iraq near 
the Iranian border. If the 
Communists succeeded in tak- 
ing over Iraq, the Senator 
said, they may try to create 
a bridgehead across Iran, 
connecting Iraq and the Soviet 
Union. ; 

The situation is dangerous 


Fulbright - 


for all of Iraq’s neighbors, 
said. “The inde- 


ator said he did not Want to 
his criticism of United 
ddig Eastern policy 
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